DRAFT North Star Nature Preserve Management Plan
Executive Summary - February 2020

The 2020 Management Plan for the North Star Nature
Preserve (NSNP) is a continuation of previous management
plans, which seek to enhance natural resources while
addressing recreation pressures on infrastructure.
Many of the attributes that make North Star such an
important place to protect are also what make it a popular
destination for locals and visitors. While allowing for
passive recreation was a part of the original conservation
values, the increase in the Preserve’s popularity over time
requires increased management focus to ensure that the
ecological values are not negatively impacted. Natural
resource studies and continued monitoring show that
existing, adaptive management strategies and partnerships
are supporting a dynamic and healthy ecological
community.

PLAN ORGANIZATION / OVERVIEW:
The 2020 plan has four sections. Section 1. Introduction
includes the history of the property and human influences
such as the transmountain water diversion and the
agricultural efforts of previous landowners. Section 2.
Existing Conditions details the property and the land use
context, and provides a summary of the natural resource
studies and existing uses of the Preserve. Section 3.
Planning Process and Public Input describes the planning
process and the findings from public outreach efforts,
including the community survey. Section 4. Management
Actions outlines a road map for the next five years,
covering natural resources, recreation, education and
outreach, partnerships, commercial and special uses,
and maintenance actions, as well as a summary of the
proposed phasing and budget summary.

PLAN HIGHLIGHTS / MANAGEMENT UPDATES:
While many of the Action Items included in the Draft
2020 North Star Nature Preserve Management Plan are
a continuation of efforts identified in previous plans,
there are a few changes that are particularly important
to highlight and to gather public input on as the plan
moves from draft to final adoption. To learn more, please
reference the Actions Items beginning on page 68 in the
full plan which is found at www.pitkinOSTprojects.com.
Natural resource management actions are primarily
focused on restoring the Preserve’s natural ecology
following almost 30 years of agriculture use. With respect
to the river, OST supports a passive management approach,
allowing for organic river migration with minimal human
interventions. Actions seek to restore native vegetation
while combating noxious weeds and non-native pasture
grasses, as well as slowing the outflow from historic
drainage infrastructure to restore an ecologically significant
old-growth wetland known as a fen. Consistent with the
conservation easement and previous plans, the land to the

west of the river’s edge remains closed to public access for
the protection of wildlife.
What’s Changing?
• Action 4.1.3.B. Downed Tree Policy, explains that woody
debris that has fallen into the river may only be removed
in consultation with OST staff who will take conservative
approach to removing only what is necessary to provide
safe passage for river users.
• Action 4.1.3.C Beaver dams, explains that, because the
beaver dams are important for the local ecosystem, they
will not be removed. If a beaver dam is presenting an
obstacle for river users, staff will provide information on
how to behave appropriately at the obstacle.
Recreation management actions reinforce a number of
the existing rules and regulations for users visiting North
Star to ensure that the natural resource values and user
experience are not compromised by the increase in use,
particularly of those floating the river during the summer
months. New messaging, education and enforcement
efforts will seek to find ways to better communicate the
expectations of users visiting the Preserve. The recreation
access corridors and areas with public access will remain
the same with three primary river access corridors plus
the East of Aspen Trail, James H. Smith Interpretive Trail,
the Nordic loop and the paraglider landing zone, providing
ways for the public to enjoy the Preserve.
What’s Changing?
• Action 4.2.2. Increased Enforcement outlines a zerotolerance policy for violating “no audible music” and “no
dogs, except on leash on East of Aspen Trail”. Violators
will receive a ticket rather than a warning for their
first offence. “Beaching of watercraft” outside of the
designated areas will result in a written warning prior to
issuance of a citation.
• Action 4.2.3. Temporary Closures - Low river flows and
aggressive moose behavior are situations in which OST
may close access to the river (including from Wildwood)
and/or the Preserve.
• Action 4.2.5. Designated Recreation Corridors - While
public access areas remain the same, the plan proposes
allowing for the launching and taking out of watercraft
at the Beach, where this was previously prohibited.
• Action 4.2.6 Parking and Crowding Management,
focuses on moving forward with next steps to address
the crowding and safety concerns along Hwy. 82
and at Wildwood. Conceptual loading and parking
improvements are included in the plan for the
pedestrian bridge, the North Lot, the Beach, South
Gate and Wildwood. Coupled with enforcement,
restricting parking to designated areas will reduce the
total amount of parking from what is currently used.
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CONSERVATION VALUES:
Significant wetland and riparian communities
provide wildlife habitat, improve air and water
quality, provides an amenity for passive recreation
and visual enjoyment, serve as a living classroom,
replenish a deep underground aquifer, and provide
flood abatement and river recharge.
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Preserve
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The Beach is a popular area for people to enjoy the river, however
there is currently no legal parking available. The plan proposes to
develop a parking area to accommodate 7-17 cars and allow this
area to be an access point for floating the river.
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North Star pedestrian bridge is one of the access points OST will
be addressing in the 2020 plan, with improvements to the loading
zone and parking enforcement.
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Many Jurisdictions Work Together To Manage the North Star Area
The North Star area is comprised of many land managers. The North Star
Nature Preserve Management Plan encompasses the land that Pitkin
County owns, however to have a seamless system, Open Space and Trails
works closely with our partners in the area.
• The White River National Forest manages the land at the Wildwood
put-in.
• Colorado Parks and Wildlife manages the wildlife in the area.
• Colorado Department of Transportation manages Highway 82 and
associated right-of-way.
• The river itself is under the jurisdiction of the State of Colorado
and also passes through a series of private properties with various
landowners.

