
Moore Open Space Survey Responses
Q1. Where do you live?
Answered 64
Skipped 1

Tag Summary  Response Count  % of respondents

Aspen 39 61%

Basalt-ElJebel 8 13%

Carbondale 5 8%

AABC/Burlingame 3 5%

Carbondale 3 5%

Highlands 2 3%

Other 4 6%

TOTAL 64

Q2. How do you use Moore Open Space?  Summer and winter?
Answered 64
Skipped 1

Tag Summary  Response Count  % of respondents

Bike 29 45%

Hike 11 17%

Walk 14 22%

Dog Walk 6 9%

Run  4 6%

Scenic / Views 2 3%

Ski / Winter Use 22 34%

Summer 2 3%

Summer / Winter 5 8%

Other 5 8%

Tags
Bike
Bike

Bike

Bike
Bike
Bike
Bike
Bike
Bike
Bike
Bike, Walk
Bike, Walk

Responses

biking
I ride my bike through there and run there in summer

 Mountain bike commute in summer, fat bike commute in winter
Mountain/fatbike both summer and winter
Walk and bike in summer
Nordic trails in winter, walking and mountain biking in summer

I bike it
Mountain biking

I and others use Moore OS trails for mountain biking as high quality, view filled, singletrack 
connector trails between downtown Aspen (in conjunction with Marolt OS trails) and the 
Buttermilk area and beyond, including the Maroon Creek Trail, Government Trail, Oregon 
Trail, and the Sky Mt. Park Trails.  The mail trail is part of the neutral finish back to town for 
the Aspen Fifty. For those riding from Snowmass to Aspen via the Government Trail, this is 
one of the final trails before reaching downtown, extending the singletrack experience.  The 
main trail is included in the Aspen Snowmass Mega Loop (IMBA rated Epic Ride).  The 
interior loop is sometimes used by beginners for an easy introduction to mountain biking.    
Mike Pritchard for Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association.

visual openspace,historic openspaxce town green space, museum historic landmark.bike 
path access to bells and pine creek, public lands statement = dignity of anti corporate greed 
development
Bike Bike Bike
Summer...mountain biking on existing trail
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Bike, Walk, Dog Walk, Ski, 
Hiking
Dog Walk, Walk

Dog Walk, Walk
Dog Walk, Walk
Dog Walk, Walk
Walk
Walk
Walk, Ski
Hiking
Hiking
Hiking

Hiking
Hiking, Bike
Hiking, Bike
Hiking, Bike
Run
Run
Run
Run
Ski
Ski

Ski
Ski
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike

Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike
Ski, Bike, Walk
Ski, Dog Walk, Bike, Walk
Ski, Hiking
Ski, Hiking, Bike
Ski, Hiking, Bike, Walk
Ski, Walk
Scenic/Views
Scenic/Views
Summer
Summer

Summer/Winter
Summer/Winter
Summer/Winter
Summer/Winter
Summer/Winter
Other
Other Museum visiting

both
Winter 25 times a year,  summer few times a year
Mostly summer and some winter
Summer and Winter
both 
2

 Summer - hiking, biking, walking
Walk and ride across it. Nordic Ski across in winter. 
View plane
scenic open space summer and winter
Summer
summer

 X skiing- winter
Bike in summer. Ski in winter. 
Bike and walk through it, skate ski through it, go to museum
bike, ski, dog walk
nordic skiing in winter about 1-2x week. some hiking in summer.
Hiking, biking, Nordic Skiing

Both, biking and commuting, nordic skiing.
winter - Nordic skiing; summer - bike trails to get to ARC, etc.
bike, nordic skiing
Winter - nordic skiing, summer - mountain biking.

In the summer i use the single track to begin and end my mtb ride. Also use the paved trails 
around the space on my road bike to begin and end my ride. Winter I XC ski on al the trails. 
Also great place to take my boy on a bike ride in the summer and he is starting to nordic ski 
as well.

 Cross country ski (winter) - probably 75 times/year

Running in summer and winter, nordic in winter.
X-country skiing
Cross country skiing, running, 

During the winter, I use the well-maintained cross country skiing trails about 1-2x per week. 
During the summer, I run on the trails, typically 3-5x between July-August.  
MTB trails to access Buttermilk, XC skiing, we also have a garden plot.
nordic  and bicycle

Both, hike bike xski
Primarily a hiker but I do bicycle
Hiking, enjoying open space, biking, birding
Once a week during the summer to run
Baseball or jogging 
Running in summer

Walk
In Winter, the Nordic trails are amazing. In summer, a beautiful place to walk with natural 
Hiking 
Summer, hiking
summer and winter - hiking

Running in summer. It's part of many or my running routes, and I also run through it to 
access Tiehack hiking. In winter I fatbike on the trails. 

Both seasons - hiking, dog walking, biking, x-country ski
Walking with my dog - enjoying the beautiful views.

Walk my dog on Moore summer. Moore needs dedicated dog walking groomed trail in winter 
like golf course and Marolt.
Walking dog
Dog walking
Go for walks and visit Holden Marolt Museum 
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Other
Other
Other

Q3. Please share your thoughts on your experiences with Moore Open Space and if there is anyth
Answered 63
Skipped 2

Tag Summary  Response Count  % of respondents

Keep it as it is 25 40%

More Trails 4 6%

Keep the Mtn Bike Trails 4 6%

Trail Maintenance 2 3%

More Dog Friendly 4 6%

Continue Dog Restrictions 3 5%

Allow Fat Bike Use 5 8%

Pump Track 5 8%

Weed Treatment 2 3%

Other 8 13%

N/A 5 8% *Has to do with Marolt OS

Respondents

Dog Restrictions

Dog Restrictions

Dog Restrictions

Fat Bike Use

Fat Bike Use

Fat Bike Use

Fat Bike Use, Mtn Bike Trails

Fat Bike Use, Trail Maintenance
Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is
Keep it as it is

Responses

Everything ok

keep it the way that it is. duh.

I would love to see it maintained as-is. Keep it nature based and accessible to pedestrians.
Keep the trails for hiking

Thistle/weed management. Seasonal dog restrictions for fawns and breeding birds.

I love it! I understand limiting trail use for preservation purposes, however it would be so cool 
to allow fat tire bikes!

Open up for winter fat bike use please, please

open it to fat bike trails in the winter

More Fatbike and Mtn Bike trails in the Moore space 

Passing through Moore OS on a mountain bike ride is superior to the roughly parallel 
alternate of following the bike paths, sidewalks and paved roads through the Aspen Schools 
Campus.  The sage meadows, flowers, and 360 degree views available (including a 14er, 
Pyramid Peak), make for a pleasant experience on the flat and rolling trails.  The trails are a 
bit rutted in places as they were ridden into existence following the mowing done for the 
winter nordic trail alignments.   The trails could be slightly improved to maintain the relatively 
beginner level trail experience, and to allow the trails to remain dry soon after any rain 
events.  An extra consideration might reroute the existing routes such that winter alignments 
continue to be used, but summer trails receive new improved, sustainable alignments 
(roughly parallel to winter alignments) and modern trail drainage features to accentuate the 
already positive experience on the OS parcel.  Summer mountain bike access should 
continue, and winter fat bike access should be considered in coordination with the Nordic 
Council (separate fat bike loop could be groomed roughly parallel to the winter nordic trails in 
the area).   Mike Pritchard for Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association. 

3-4 x year
Leave it alone please
do not use it

Yes - no motorized use on any of the trails especially Ebikes.  And dogs have to be leashed 
on the trails in the summer, no dogs in the winter.

I would like to see more control of walkers, snowbikers and dogs on nordic trails. There is so 
"little" grooming for nordic and many more surfaces for walkers. Maybe more snowbiking 
grooming would help.
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Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is
Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is
Keep it as it is
Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is

Keep it as it is, Off-Leash Dog 
Area

More Dog Friendly

More Dog Friendly

great open space , nice trails. It would be nice to have an off leash area for dogs. 

Please allow dogs and walking during the winter in the Moore Open Space. I was scolded by 
someone and one of the websites has not been updated with that information.

It is my backyard and I absolutely live for it in the summer.  Would be fun if it was dog friendly 
in the winter.

Beautiful, non crowded with great views, and close to town access. Leave and protect as is. 
No additional trails or development

Not developing, as far as most buildings 

I absolutely love the trails on the Moore Open Space. It's a beautiful and peaceful piece of 
land that should be maintained. Additional trails are always welcome, but not too many!

I love the natural state of it, and how there are trail options already without the land being 
overly divided. It is my favorite escape into nature out my back door. 

Leave it the way it is, the trails are great. 
Try doing NOTHING, leaving a wild place wild and not fucking it up.

Doing a great job. Keep it as currently managed and document. What is status of Hideaway 
Lane access during summer?
Leave it the way it is
I'm very happy with it.

Please keep it Open Space and never allow a highway to cut across it. 

Please keep it as is with cross country skiing in the winter and biking trails in the summer. 
The current trails are adequate and make for great connections for starting / ending rides. 
Additionally I have two kids, 6 and 8, and Moore offers one of the very few beginner 
mountain bike options for us to ride together as a family. This is actually the biggest value to 
biking at this point in my life!

Thanks for keeping it open space! 

Don't "improve" it too much - I like the rustic feel of the area

less is better. i have ridden here for 30 years ....  enough trails!!
 i think its fine the way it is

Moore is cool, but seems to have an outdated management plan. I understand many of the 
existing trails are not in the plan, and I know of multiple "socail" trails built by neighbors that 
could be consolidated or eliminated. I would like to see the beginner singletrack bike riding at 
Moore be preserved without development of over the top flow trails as have been built in 
some other areas.

Just an observation -Over the last few years multiple biking/walking trails have formed due to 
high use. Where there once was one path, now there are two to three paths in some places. I 
like having biking and walking access to this area and would like to be able to continue that 
and not see any development.  I like the solitude of the area and the protection from Maroon 
Creek Road and having easy access from my home. It is a very special area and needs to be 
protected. 

All good. Just keep letting me ride my bike. Thank you.

Preserve it 

Follow the mgt plan.  No pump tracks
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More Dog Friendly

More Trails

More Trails
More Trails

More Trails

Mtn Bike Trails

Mtn Bike Trails

Pump Track - Yes

Pump Track - Yes

Pump Track - Yes

Pump Track - Yes

Pump Track - Yes, Mtn Bike 
Trails

Trail Maintenance

Weed Treatment

Weed Treatment

Untagged/Other
Untagged/Other

Untagged/Other
Untagged/Other

Untagged/Other

Untagged/Other

Untagged/Other
Untagged/Other

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

I walk and use Moore everyday. Marolt should stay the way it is - lovely space with lots of 
uses, landing strip for hang gliding, community garden, kayaking on pond, walking paths, 
biking.

Please add a parking pulloff area. Please keep access open year round for hikers.
I love to see the wild life

It provides a great retreat as is.  I enjoy the Holden Marolt Museum and like the ability for 
people to host parties there.  I am against putting a highway through this property...I don't 
feel it will solve the traffic.
n/a

get rid of S curves straight shop. Main St. is beautiful s curves are not 
all good, would be nice to see the Moore field behind the High School be turfed so it can be 
used more

Some additional signage out there might help people navigate. 
let it go wild

I think it should remain open space with possible use by the Historical Society
Great for x country skiing.

It's wonderful. Vehicle noise is noticeable.

Electric bikes  becoming a problem

 Dirt jumps and a pump track

Would be nice to gain more access to Castle Creek. More trails down there or some kind of 
beach area. Also a bike park would be great too. Pump track and more trails for kids, adults 
and tourist to use. 

beginner bike trails / bike park

I have worked on the Colorado trail over the last 26 years off and on and the most important 
thing is to maintain trails. 

I would love to see Aspen become a no-chemical spraying city like Boulder and others in the 
nation.  I would also love to help and sponsor a pollinator garden and demonstration area, we 
could be the largest public pollinator garden in the state and families can come and identify 
plants and insects.  Another cool way to connect with nature, really become a part of it and 
appreciate the beauty of all that inhabit this area.  We could have a volunteer planting day 
and people could buy pollinator plants for their home spaces.  These plants would be native 
to this area.  We have connections to nurseries that sell these plants, we oculd also have 

 volunteer days to collect seed and maintain areas.
 My company does provide organic weed control in the valley, using saturated steam.  

 Thank you.

Protect wildlife habitat-prevent invasive weeds such as cheat grass and thistle from taking 
over - use alternative means other than herbicide to clear invasive weeds. Weed steaming is 
an option. 

A true kids mtn trail

More trails to allow increased public access and enjoyment.

I hope the area can be used for mountain biking trails.

Please make the trails officially open for mountain biking

I would definitely consider building a pump track area here since it is so close to the school!

More mountain biking. A bike “skills” park would be great I.e. pump track, dirt jumps, more 
trails

I walk quite often and can't understand why there isn't a separate dog trail in winter like on 
golf course & Meadowood.

the Nordic trails are ruined by people walking. Consider separate trails for walkers. 

More skate skiing tracks and mountain bike trails
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Aspen Snowmass Nordic Council 
President, John Wilkinson 
c/o City of Aspen Parks Department 
585 Cemetery Lane 
Aspen, CO 81611 

Pitkin County Open Space and Trails 
c/o Lindsey Utter 
530 East Main Street, Suite 201 
Aspen, CO 81611 

Aug 5, 2019 

REF: Moore Open Space Management Plan 

Dear Lindsey, 

The Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Council would like to submit the following comments regarding the Moore Open 
Space Management Plan. 

The Moore Open Space section of the Aspen/Snowmass Nordic Trail System lies at the heart of the Aspen 
portion of the trail system.  It provides a pristine connection between the Aspen Golf course, Marolt Open 
Space, High School Loop and the Owl Creek trail and Marron Creek Golf course.  It is a unique venue for Nordic 
skiing and snowshoeing. 

The Nordic Council would like to see the Moore Open Space continue to be utilized as a ski/snowshoe only 
section of trail during the winter season. Fat bikes and dogs are already allowed full access on the Marolt Open 
Space Nordic trails as well as a Bike only trail on the Aspen Golf Course and a 3.5-kilometer dedicated dog 
ski/walk trail (Bernese Boulevard) circling the perimeter of the Aspen Golf Course. 

The Nordic Council would also like to have a future “Figure 8” connector section of trail be considered in the 
management plan in addition to the possibility of adding several benches and picnic tables. (Please see the 
attached map.) 

Thank you for considering the Nordic Council in the Moore Open Space Management Plan. 

With Kind Regards, 

John Wilkinson 

President, Aspen Snowmass Nordic Council 





 
Email – July 4, from Howie Mallory  
 
I believe that part of the original impetus for purchase of the parcel was to facilitate  RFTA 
services and mobility needs into Aspen, the schools, Highlands and the hospital. The building 
of  the Kiss & Ride lot was concurrent with the installation of the RoundAbout all based on what 
was then perceived to be the RFTA needs, general mobility needs and related presumed best 
solutions. I don't know the details of the boundaries between the K & R parcel and the rest of 
Moore OS. I think that the lines were probably drawn based on a "best guess" needs approach. 
 
We all know that the Round-About is a huge traffic circulation nightmare- grade F per CDOT 
Now that we have good historical usage experience in this area. I think that it is appropriate to 
reexamine. The current boundaries and consider adjusting them to improve traffic fluidity 
around the Round-About area. I realize that OS boundary adjustments require a fair amount 
of discussion about deed restrictions, funding and precedent. 
 





MOORE OPEN SPACE DRAFT PLAN PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Please provide your thoughts on the Draft Management Plan for Moore Open Space. 
Where do you 
live?

Less is more!     "Ungulates: The loss of winter and migration habitat continues to be a serious problem for mule deer and 

elk in the Roaring Fork Valley and the West. Moore Open Space is important habitat for a resident herd of mule deer that 

use Moore OS as part of a home range that also includes the Maroon Creek riparian area to its confluence with the 

Roaring Fork River and onto the Burlingame/Deer Hill properties. These deer use Moore throughout the non‐winter 

months to feed, socialize, rest and raise their young with fawns often seen on the property". Also stated in the 

assessment were that Elk use this area during the winter although not as much during the summer while smaller 

mammals rely on it during summer months.     Connectivity of wild lands is essential to the health and well being  of our 

wildlife. Trails that bisect these lands are in direct conflict with this goal.    Please DO NOT ADD any additional trails except 

along the perimeter of the Moore Open Space that is along Hwy 82 or Maroon Creek Rd.     Maintain as much wilderness 

and human free land as possible along access to Maroon Creek valley.    As quoted above, Moore Open Space provides 

important resting spaces for wildlife and provides crucial connectivity to the greater Maroon Creek, Soldner and 

Burlingame ecosystems.     In 2018 OST, the City of Aspen and AVLT generously purchased a conservation easement on 

the Soldner property specifically to enhance wildlife habitat and increase connectivity with the greater Maroon Creek 

corridor which Moore Open Space is an important component.  It is cricial to give priority to and preserve wildlife 

movement in the Moore Open Space.     Please:   Do Not Allow dogs, unless leashed!   Do Not add fat tire biking in winter.  

Do Not add any additional trails except around the perimeter of Hwy 82 and Maroon Creek Rd.     Thank you Aspen 

Please keep the city from building more trails. They have enough. They have allowed 11 crossings on the marolt Thomas 

property. Which is out of control. Keep the Moore space pristine Aspen

agree. I prefer to keep it as is and continue the noxious weed mitigation Meadowood

Given that the Moore Open Space is one of the very few mountain big sagebrush ecological complexes that has been 

protected and was once found throughout the Roaring Fork Valley, as well as the wildlife that depends on that habitat 

and the open space of the Moore, I hope that no additional trails are included in the upcoming new Management Plan.  

I've been in the valley since the mid 1960s and am always surprised (and saddened) by how little of the sage meadows 

remain here. City of Aspen

Would like dog off leash hours (not during dusk or dawn but other hours) during non‐active animal hours. Allow electric 

collar control for dogs. Love the space; use it to connect to Tiehack. Love the grooming (winter).

I would like Moore Space for hiking and cross‐country skiing.

Less development.

We would like to not have more development.

Mountain bike here. Awesome trail connection to Tiehack.

Mountain bike/ski here. Love it. Amazing. Like that it is less manicured. Mountain bike with 6‐year‐old. Like that it is dog‐

free (even though I am a dog owner).

Protect deer habitat. Love to have dogs permitted in winter.

Maybe remove rocks to help reduce trail braiding. Don't want to see intensity of use/trail development. See lots of 

wildlife. Appreciate the maintenance and weed management.

Like idea of relocating trail out of school. Like the natural state and wildlife watching. Don't want the pristine spot 

changed.

I love it how it is.

Stay as natural as possible. Preserve the habitat. Like the connected trail ‐ ski/bike/run



 

 
Aspen Snowmass Nordic Council 
President, John Wilkinson 
c/o City of Aspen Parks Department 
585 Cemetery Lane 
Aspen, CO 81611 

 
Pitkin County Open Space and Trails Board 
c/o Lindsey Utter 
530 East Main Street 
Aspen, CO 81611 
 

August 23, 2019 

REF: Moore Open Space Management Plan 

To the OST Board - 
 

We have reviewed the draft of the Moore Open Space plan and have the following comments. 
 

On page 30, under section 4.2.1, the plan states: 
 

 “Nordic ski use...is restricted to the designated Nordic routes highlighted on Map 4.  Staff will 
work with the Nordic Council to tweak and improve trail platforms to increase the ability to hold snow in 
the spring.  This may include slight realignments in order to create a platform that does not face south 
or west, and mowing trails in fall and/or native plantings to shade the trail platform.  No additional 
Nordic trail routes or connections are allowed. Any changes to this designation would need to be 
approved by the Nordic Council and OST’s wildlife biologist.” 
 

Our suggested edits would be: 
 

“Nordic ski use...is restricted to the designated Nordic routes highlighted on Map 4.  Staff will work with 
the Nordic Council to tweak and improve trail platforms to increase the ability to hold snow in the spring 
winter months during Nordic operations.  This may include slight realignments in order to create a 
platform that does not face south or west have significant solar exposure and include mowing trails in 
fall and/or native plantings to shade the trail platform.  No additional Nordic trail routes or connections 



are allowed…. Any changes to this designation would need to be approved by the Nordic Council and 
OST’s wildlife biologist The Open Space and Trails Board” 
 

"Our immediate concern is that the parcel of land that the Nordic trail is aligned on (highlighted in green 
on the attached map) that is owned by the Crown family, from the Aspen Rec Center to the Moore 
property, is at risk for development in the very near future, that may eliminate or significantly change 
Nordic skiing on the property. This may occur in 2022 when the current license agreement with the 
Crown family ends. The attorney for the family is currently in contact with the Nordic Council for 
changes to the fencing on the property. 
 

The Crown parcel may be developed for additional housing soon.  If this were to occur, the Nordic 
Council would need to create a new alignment from the permanent easement to the existing Nordic trail 
system. 
 

Another concern for the Nordic Council is that any additional housing development will create increased 
traffic on the Crown driveway.  The increase of traffic on this road would conflict with our mission to 
create and maintain a seamless Nordic skiing platform.  We would want a grade-separated crossing of 
any road or driveway traffic impacted by the additional housing units. 
 

The Nordic Council has not begun a study of a new alignment at this time.  Our concern is that by the 
wording in the Moore Open Space master plan, a new connection could potentially be denied by just 
the OST wildlife biologist. 
 

We had also requested the addition of a link in the middle of the Nordic loop of 80 yards which was 
omitted from the draft plan.  The Nordic Council is certain that this connector could be developed in a 
responsible manner without disturbing the vegetation and wildlife environment on this short 
segment.  We would volunteer to monitor and pull any noxious weeds that may appear after the 
brushing of this link. 
 

Another note, there is a difference between the maps on page 31 in the plan and the actual surveyed 
alignments.  We believe that the shaded open space parcel designation overshadows the actual 
boundary lines. 
 

For these reasons, we would like to request a meeting and review of our comments with the OST staff 
prior to the adoption of this plan. 
 

Please contact me at your convenience with any comments or further questions. 
 

Respectfully submitted - 
 

John Wilkinson 
President - Aspen Snowmass Nordic Council. 
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Email submitted to:  

To: greg.poschman@pitkincounty.com  
steve.child@pitkincounty.com  
patti.clapper@pitkincounty.com   
kelly.mcnicholas@pitkincounty.com 
letters@aspendailynews.com 
mail@aspentimes.com  
 

The Moore Open Space needs to be preserved with the least amount of improvements. Many 
people consider the sage to be sacred and they need to be protected. Paved trails should be 
banned and no new trails. 
I will probably die at home in town, so I expect my body will be shipped to the morgue at AVH 
for an autopsy. Currently my choice for cremation is in writing, but after researching the carbon 
cost of cremation I'd rather have a green burial. It would save a lot of money and better align 
with my values. 
We need a new green natural cemetery. One that bans crypts and embalming. Coffins and 
caskets only with pure natural or cardboard (certainly 100% biodegradable) could augment 
natural cloth shrouds or body wraps (no dyes, no plastics). There will be many rules to flesh out 
(no pun intended). Marker stones need to have a maximum size, be horizontal and half buried, 
with rough edges and no polished surfaces. I'd ban marble for being too contrasty. 
Graves should only be placed between the sage, with the only exception being for some small 
size. 
After being examined at AVH it would only be a short one mile trip to Moore saving a round trip 
to Glenwood Springs. This will take a lot of coordination between Pitkin County and AVH, the 
coroner will need new policies to follow. It might require adding a new position at Open Space, 
that of grave digger, or you could just add "grave digger" to somebody's job duties because I 
don't see any of my friends or family digging my grave. 
I read Washington State just legalized human composting, but I can't get over the ick factor, too 
Soylent Green for me. A sky burial would be appropriate if I lived in Tibet, and a sea burial 
would be OK, but the nearest ocean is far away. Please make it so. Having dead bodies interred 
there would decrease the likelihood of future development. 
 
Tom Mooney 

mailto:greg.poschman@pitkincounty.com
mailto:steve.child@pitkincounty.com
mailto:patti.clapper@pitkincounty.com
mailto:kelly.mcnicholas@pitkincounty.com
mailto:letters@aspendailynews.com
mailto:mail@aspentimes.com
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September 5, 2019 
 

 
Via Email 
Pitkin County Open Space & Trails 
Board of Trustees 
530 E. Main Street 
Aspen, Colorado   81611 
 

Re: Moore Open Space Management Plan 
 
Dear Board of Trustees: 
 

Holland & Hart LLP represents S & J investments II LLC (“S & J Investments”), the 
next-door neighbor to the west of the Moore Open Space property (the “Moore Open Space”).  I 
am submitting this letter in response to your solicitation of public comments for the draft update 
to the Moore Open Space Management Plan (the “Management Plan”). 

By way of background, the S & J Investments property (the “S & J Investments 
Property”) consists of 45.52 acres of land.  It is bordered by the Moore Open Space to the east, 
Maroon Creek to the west, the City of Aspen Recreation Center to the south, and the Pyramid 
View Subdivision to the north. The Tiehack Bridge paved bike trail runs along the southern 
boundary and a cross-country ski and hiking trail runs along the southeastern boundary of the 
property.  These two trails are covered by permanent easements granted by S & J Investments’ 
predecessors in interest to the City of Aspen (for the bike trail) and to the Aspen/ Snowmass 
Nordic Council (for the ski and hiking trail) recorded at Reception Nos. 456437 and 575375, 
respectively.  

The S & J Investments Property is currently improved with a single-family residence 
with an address of 603 Maroon Creek Road, Aspen, Colorado 81611.  It is currently classified as 
residential improved property by the Pitkin County Assessor’s office.  

The S & J Investments Property is in unincorporated Pitkin County and zoned mostly in 
the County AR-2 Zone District, with some AR-10 zoning along the western boundary, adjacent 
to the Maroon Creek drainage.  S & J Investments acquired the S & J Investments Property in 
2010 with plans to eventually develop it to maximum allowed densities under these zone 
districts.  

Effective as of April 2, 2019, S & J Investments entered into a revocable Trail License 
Agreement the (“License Agreement”) with the City of Aspen allowing for the limited use of 
portions of the S & J Investments Property for winter ski trails and for a summertime single track 
bike path. The License Agreement is recorded at Reception No. 655041. A copy of the License 
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Agreement is attached to this letter for your reference. Your attention is directed to Section 2 of 
the License Agreement as well as Exhibit C of the License Agreement which impose on the City 
of Aspen certain use restrictions as well as trailhead and signage maintenance responsibilities 
that impact trail users entering and exiting the Moore Open Space from the S & J Investments 
Property.  

In our review of the proposed Management Plan we noted numerous statements in need 
of correction and clarification relating to the S & J Investments Property and its relationship with 
the Moore Open Space and its management.  Our main concern is that the current draft of the 
Management Plan does not provide sufficient information relating to the limited rights of the 
public to access the Moore Open Space from the S & J Investments Property. Set forth below are 
our specific comments and concerns. 

1. On Page 4, in the aerial photo of the Moore Open Space, it shows trails running
through the southern and northern portions the S & J Investments Property.  This implies that the 
trails are integral components of the Moore Open Space. These trails should be removed or 
appropriately labeled as more particularly described below. 

2. Page 12, second paragraph.  This paragraph should be revised to clarify that the
Nordic trails on the neighboring private lands are covered by the two trail easements described in 
the second paragraph of this letter, and that the series of Nordic trails on the S & J Investments 
Property are covered by the revocable License Agreement. 

3. Page 12, fifth paragraph. This paragraph describes historic farming and ranching uses
taking place on both the Moore Open Space as well as the S & J Investments Property.  It ends 
with this sentence: “The land has been open space all along.”  While this sentence may arguably 
be applicable to the Moore Open Space, by implication it includes the S & J Investments 
Property.  This paragraph needs to be revised to clarify that this statement pertains only to the 
Moore Open Space, and not to the S & J Investments Property. 

4. On Page 13, in Section 2.1, titled Location and Surrounding Context, there is no
mention of the S & J Investments Property.  It should be included, and a statement to the effect 
that the 45.52-acre parcel of land to the west of the Moore Open Space is currently improved 
with a single-family residence and is currently located within the County’s AR-2 and AR-10 
zone districts and is within the City of Aspen’s Urban Growth Boundary. 

5. On Page 13, Section 2.2, titled Property Access, there is a reference to the City of
Aspen having a “…renewable license agreement allowing for hiking, biking and Nordic access 
on the adjacent parcel to the west.”  This is inaccurate and implies that the City may renew the 
License Agreement, presumably at will.  In fact, the License Agreement is for a fixed term of 
three (3) years. Its term is subject to extension at the sole discretion of S & J Investments, and S 
& J Investments has the right to terminate the License Agreement at any time in its sole 
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discretion.  The License Agreement therefore is revocable, and not renewable at the will of either 
the City or the County.  This should be made clear in the Management Plan. 

6. On Page 13, in Section 2.2, in the paragraphs titled Easements Connecting to Moore
Open Space, the description of two easements is inaccurate.  The Pedestrian Trail Easement 
(referenced above, recorded at Reception No. 456437) extending from Tiehack Bridge eastward 
to the Aspen Recreation Center does not have a defined width.  S & J Investments considers the 
width of this easement to be only as wide as the current asphalt surface of this trail, and no 
wider.  In addition, the second easement referenced here erroneously states that it is for a trail 
“connecting…the Tiehack Bridge through the adjacent private property to the Moore property’s 
southwest corner.”  This is inaccurate.  The Public Trail Easement recorded at Reception No. 
575375 does not connect the Moore Open Space to the Tiehack Bridge; instead, it intersects with 
the Pedestrian Trail Easement recorded at Reception No. 456437, and it extends from the 
southern boundary of the S & J Investments Property (near the Aspen Recreation Center’s 
service vehicle parking area) and runs northerly along the east side of the S & J Investments 
Property to a point on the southwestern boundary of the Moore Open Space, located just north of 
the driveway serving the residence at 603 Maroon Creek Road.  (Please refer to the attached 
Improvement Survey Plat showing the locations of these easements.) 

7. The Map on Page 15 showing access routes to the Moore Open Space is inaccurate
and misleading.  There is no easement across the northern portion of the S & J Investments 
Property for a “North Access (Nordic)” to the Moore Open Space.  This North Access is 
governed by the License Agreement, which is revocable. This should be noted in the 
Management Plan. 

8. On Page 24, the topic of unauthorized mountain biking needs to be expanded to
address how unauthorized trails through the S & J Investments Property connect the Moore Open 
Space with other trails in the area.  The License Agreement was prepared in part to discourage 
these activities, and to limit summer single track biking and hiking to one single path, closing off 
the multiple “braided” side trails extending from the Tiehack Bridge to the Moore Open Space 
through the S & J Investments Property. 

9. On Page 25, there is a photo of a hiker walking two dogs on the S & J Investments
Property. Please remove this photo from the Management Plan, as the License Agreement 
prohibits dogs altogether. Also, there are statements on this page to the effect that dogs on the 
Moore Open Space are not allowed during winter months or on groomed trails, but are otherwise 
permitted on leash, presumably during the non-winter season only.  The bottom photo on Page 
25 (which we believe to be taken on the S & J Investments Property) also should be removed 
since it shows a sign on a post allowing for dogs on leash, which conflicts with the dog 
prohibition in the License Agreement. For consistent enforcement, we recommend that dogs be 
prohibited on the Moore Open Space at all times.  
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10. On Page 29, in Section 4.1.3, titled Work with Adjacent Landowners to
Maintain/Enhance Open Space Values, it is stated that “Additionally, if the private property [i.e., 
the S & J Investments Property] is developed in the future, OST would like to work with the 
property owners to maintain a viable wildlife corridor with connectivity to Maroon Creek.”  
Please be assured that S & J Investments has every intention of developing the S & J Investments 
Property. So, it’s not a question of if, but when the S & J Investments Property will be 
considered for development. If Open Space & Trails wants to delineate a wildlife corridor, we 
would invite this conversation to take place sooner rather than later so that we can develop a 
thoughtful plan that works for all parties. 

11. On Page 31, the two aerial photos/topographic maps (Maps 4 and 5) should be
revised to clearly label the adjacent S & J Investments Property as private property, and the trails 
located on the S & J Investments Property should be properly labeled as governed by the License 
Agreement (concerning the northern access) and the Public Trail Easement (concerning the 
western access). We also request that the “Pitkin Outside” on-line trail maps be revised to show 
these distinctions. 

12. On Page 32, in Section 4.2.3, titled Adjacent Properties Trail Easements, the first
paragraph is in error where it states that “The City of Aspen holds a trail license agreement 
(renewed every three years) with the adjacent property owner to the west to allow for winter and 
summer use across private property.  OST supports COA’s efforts to secure permanent trail 
access.” (emphasis added) As mentioned in paragraph number 5 above, the License Agreement 
is not automatically renewable.  Any renewal is subject to the sole discretion of S & J 
Investments.  Any renewal discussions will depend largely on use patterns and how well the City 
of Aspen and its partners perform the duties and management obligations under the License 
Agreement. 

13. On Page 32, in Section 4.2.4, titled Maroon Creek Trail and South Side of Hwy. 82
Trail, there is mention of a possible relocation of the Maroon Creek Trail, removing it from the 
Aspen School Campus and creating a new alignment along Maroon Creek Road, within the 
southern edge of the Moore Open Space.  If this new alignment is considered, we encourage 
County and City staff to reach out to S &J Investments to collaborate on design alternatives. (We 
note that the steep topography of the 16’ wide Public Trail Easement recorded at Reception No. 
575375 is not conducive to commuter trail use, so if it is to serve as a connecting trail to extend 
the Maroon Creek Trail from the Moore Open Space to the Aspen Recreation Center, this will 
require a redesign and relocation study.)    

14. On Page 33 in Section 4.3.2 titled Implementation of OST Sign Standards, no
mention of the special signage requirements in the License Agreement is made.  Because the S & 
Investments Property trailhead serves as the de facto primary western entrance to the Moore 
Open Space, we ask that this section be revised to include specific reference to the signage 
requirements contained on Exhibit C to the License Agreement.   
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15. Finally, the Management Plan makes no reference to the sixty foot (60’) wide Road
Easement, the centerline of which runs along the entire western side of the Moore Open Space, 
as shown on the Moore Open Space Survey (copy enclosed) recorded in Survey Book S003 at 
Page 55.  This topic should be addressed in the Master Plan. 

Thank you for your attention to the matters addressed in this letter.  We look forward to 
working with staff and the Open Space and Trails Board to produce a revised version of the 
Management Plan. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Todd 
of Holland & Hart LLP 

TJT/sm 

cc: S & J Investments II LLC 

13499688_v3 
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